unny Skies Attract
Thousands At Iris Festiv
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Face-painling was a popular activity for Kids at this weakend's Iris Festival. Emmalyn Marlin, 5, enjoys her face-painting session as mom
Jessica Martin loohs on. Artist Rerya Moss, of Knoaville, said business was brisk throughout the weehand,

Car Show, Lots Of Entertainment, Festival Food Highlight Event

EY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

un was in full bloam

this weekend a8 the

Greene County Part-

nership’s xqth annwal
[ris Festival fiourished under
mastly sunny akies.

For many in the sizable
crowd that atterded, it was the
variety of food, Others came
for the music and other stage
anterfainment, or the variety

af crafts and art ibems for for
sale. Kids enjoved the face
painting, while many adults
replenished their gardens with
iris bulhs.

Whatever the reason,
the Iriq Festival in down-
town Greeneville attracted
an estimated 8.500 people
Saturday and Sunday from
acrass the region, A key factor
wis the agreeahle weather, as

SEE FESTIMAL, PAGE Ta
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Emily Joknaon, 11, of Greemville, loaks over 8 weather-worn 1950
Ford pickup truch Saturday al the ris Festival
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threatened rain gave way o suny
skies.

Byka Stephene, 7, suid the face
painting booth was a personal
highlight.

“She likes the face painting,”
gaid mother Laura Stephens, who
etjoved looking at the varety of
iris bulhs for zale.

*I always like looking at the jew-
elry,” added Stephens, who came
b the fiestival frome Joneshormegh
with her danghter.

Cimee of the most popular featuresy
af the event was the “Sundown on
Depot Car Show, " which features
dizems of eye-catching cars and
tracks. A DV played classic rock
and roll songs that dated toowhen
soane af e cars were new.

Dranny Drennon stood next o
hiz 1948 Mercury Eight sedan.

*It's & good car, salid a8 a rock.”
the Ruosseliville reident said.

Drrennon said he and his wife,
Marie, attend the [ris Festival mos
Yeard.

“The ears are what 1 like and my
wife likes all the places to shop,”
he said.

The Mermry can be purchased
for 315,000,

“You don't see many ‘48 Mercu-
rys around,” Drennon said,

Ricky Parton stoud next tosa
fire-engine red 195 Ford coups
gtrect rod, which he created for a
customer. His buginess, Parton’s
Huit Rrsds. heas been bocated on
Surmmer Street in Greepeville
ginee moving here last fall feom
Mewpart. [t was his fivst Inis Festi-
vl car shiw.

A COMMUNITY EVENT

“We try bo participate in amy
event we can, especially the fund-
raiser kind of events,” Partomn said.
“It's geod when the community
comes together.”

Parton was an officer with the
Mewport Police Department for
nine yvears, “s0 the children are
especially near and dear to my
heart,” he said.

All proceeds from the *Sundomwn)
on Depot”™ Car Show beneditted the
Huolston United Methodist Home
for Children

The effort is mwch appreciated,
gabd Susan Bermber, who works in
thie Haolston Home development
oiffice.

“We nse (donations) in every
event aspect of the kids” lives from
dlay to day. 1t all goes to the kids,”
Bernier said.

It was hot Saturday, and many
festival-zoers sought out a patch
of shivde after walking for a while.
Phil and Elizabeth Sheltomn of
Greeneville were each enjoving a
cup of e cream wnder a tre: on
Diepnt Street.

“We're just laoking around amd
people wiatching and looking at
the exchibits. There's a lot of things
aroiunsd leere to loak at and the food
coert, af eoarsa,” Phil Shelton said.

Vendor Benson Southerland was
working in the Cresmy Cap stand
on Dhepot Strest near the vintage
vehicles. He was oecupied dispens-
g ice cream fo CuskHmers.

“It wis slow at first and then
the sun came aut, and we've
been extrenely busy since then,”
Southertand saikl. *The ice cream
is starting to melt & little. T hope we
last the rest of the day.”

Ron and LeAnne Dressler were
looking at the cavs along Depot
Strest while pushing a stroller with
thiir 14-ronth-old granddsughter
Maleigha Dalton aboard.

“She's enjoving the ride,” Ron
Diressler said.

The Dresslers said that in addi-
ticn b checking out the cars, they

SN PHIT0 EF KENAITTLE

Makenzey Finnerly, 7, holds still as artist Renya Mass applies the finish-
ing touches in Mess' face-painting boath Saturday at the Iris Fastival.

like Jooking at the wares being solbd
at the Itis Festival.

“We like the vendors and the
boaths and the camaraderie with
the people,” Ron Dressler said.

Emily Johnson, 11, was inspect-
ing a rusty 1950 Ford pickup truck
along Depot Street with the words
“Crenutine Rat” painted on the
dior.

She wias with her family foom
Greeneville. To Johnson, the old
cars were just the appetizer to
what she really [Ekes about the
fiestival.

“The funned eakes and the chick-
en o a gtiek,” she aaid.

{im the other side of Depat
Street, s-yvear-old Emmalyn
Martin sat still while a design was
painted oo ber face ag mom Jessi-
ca Martin watched.

“She likes having her face paint-
ed,” aaid Jessics Martin, who came
o thie festival witl her danghter
from the Seath Greene comumimity,

Makenzey Finmerty, 7, alao
enjowved the face painting experi-
ence "and the ice creamn,” mother
Ashley Andnakionis said.

Enoyville artist Beyna Moss was
doing the face painting from har
Toesy bepaathy cay Dhepuot Street.

“I like the people, all the differ-
ent peaple,” Moss sid bebween
brush strokes.

Dred Stephen Crum canded
his s-year-ald son Gunrer on
his shidders agp Depot Street,
accormpanied by his wo-vear-pld
=00 Cravin.

The Greeneville family attends
the Iris Festival every year, Ste-
plien Crum snid.

*1like the wond creations.”
Gavin Crum said. "We like to see
what kind of neat things they ged.”

VISITORS DRAWN
DOWNTDWN

Many people were gathered
Saturday inn the area of the food
coart, near the festival's "singing
stage” where musical groups were
perfarming.

Mayor W.T. Daniels wag speak-
ing with several festival-poers
near the entertainment stage. He
prooounced the 2008 Tris Festival
A SICCERS.

“I think it's going extremely well.
U glad to see the rain has held off
=o far,” Daniels said. [ think all the
food vendaors are doing well, and of
course the car show is ahways a big
hit. I think it's really good to draw
people downtown, That's really
important.”

Along College and Academy
atreets, vendors were doing brisk
buesaness. The “My Mountain
Flower” booth featured homenmade
goat millet Ive soap and pobnmer

clay jewelry. Vendor Mike Allen of
Eingsport said it was the sisth year
at the Iris Festival,

“We lowe it here,” Allen said It
a good proup of peopde ot bere
and with the vendors, we meet
e prongde.”

The *Create A Canfle”™ boath,
at the festival for the first vear,
attracted hoth children and adalis.

“We're dodng pretty good. This is
fum for all ages.™ said booth oper-
ator Ronald Lambert, of Murphy,
Morth Caroling.

“1 had a man 88 years old whe just
rmasdde a candle. It was red, white and
b for Aomserica” Allery said

Eight-vear-ald lzzy Terrell was
condentrating on decoeating a
candle while her grandmother,
LaRaine Sullvan, looked on.

“We'ne visiting from Florida, My
daughter lives here,” Sullivan said.
“1 think this is very nice.”

Booths selling ik bulbs wore
pepanlar too.

“I's poing really good. The
weather's really good an voa
couddn't ask for a batter day,”
Greeneville Iris Society membes
Foose Rusaed] said.

“They jast bove them. There's so
prarry different varieties,” Buasell
=T

Blay Whitney, wearing a Vielnam
veteran cap with a small American
flag attached | stood on the side
of College Strewt and watched the
penple pass by, Whitney has Lved
in Greemeville for two vears and it
wis his first Iris Festival

“It's just a different kind of day.

I ot a bite to eat and it was pretty
gondd,”™ Whitney =said.

IRIS FESTIVAL PAGEANT

Alsoon Saturday, the 15th ane-
al bliss [ris Festival Pageant was
hield at tlee Capitol Theatre. Co-di-
rectors Linda Williams, Bhonda
Hurmher and Diane Price oversaw
the pageant for the Greene County
Partnership.

Participants enpoved thermselves,
Williams =aid.

Wininer of the Miss [ris Fest
Crpeem 2018 is Anpgel Bobadilla,
18-vear-old daughter of Susie and
Antonio Bobadilla of Greenevilbe.
Shee wias alan Migs [ris Feat (e
in 207,

Amped also wan the prettiess
=mile, prettbest dress, caswal wear,
western wear and mast photogenic
categaries in her age division.

Queen of the newborm- to
1-month-old category is g-month-
old Carnbree MeAmis of Bulls Gap,
daughter of Taylor and Colleen
McAmis,

Chueem in the 12- 1o 23-month-
odd category i Meylan Davis,
1-month-ald daughter of Kristi

Harris and MNick Davis of Green-
eville. Meylan also won Casual
West and Western Wear lonars in
her ape division.

Cueen in the 2- to 3-year-okd
category is 3-vear-odd Carrington
Buamsey, of Morristown. Car-
rington, daghter of Marshall and
Sjeree Ramsey also won Caswal
Yest and Western Wear honors
in her age division, amd was also
winner of the High Poiot Award
for highest overall score in the
pageant.

The Penple’s Choice Award
went to z-year-obd Lillian Wad-
dell, danghter of Scotty amd Lena
Waddell of Greeneville. The award
wins vated an by the avdienc: ag
their fvorite.

The queen in the - to 8-vear-old
category is Kara Cretsinger, daugh-
ter af Keith and Angela Cretsinper
fromn Fomesharcagh, Kara was
also winner in the prettiest smike,
prettiest dress, casual wear and
wiesteri wear categories in her age
division.

The queen in the 11- to 12-
vear old age division is Jaceerae
Carr, 12, danghter of James and
Whitney Carr of Johnson City,
Jaceerse also won the prettiest
smile, pretticst dress, caswal wear,
western wear and mast photogenic
categories in er sge division.

PLENTY OF
ENTERTAINMENT

Asuceession of groups and
individuzls pesformed on the Sng-
ing Stape over the weelend near
the food cowrt. One was Melanie
Bagon. 17, an honor rall student
whio will be & senior this vear at
West Greene High Schaoal

An appreciative coowad gave
Bagon a loud moand of applasse
Saturday afternoan after her per-
formance.

“1 really enjoyed it. I've been
singing simoe [was 4," Ragon said.

[t was the first year Ragon
performed at the Iris Featival. She
taok the audience watching her in
siride.

“Before vou (go on stage), vou're
always nervous but with the help
of the good Lord above | ot
through it and I'm not nerous
mw,” Blagon said.

The Evergreens Woodcarvers
cotnpetiticn and sabe took place bath
davs of the festival in the First Pres-
baterian Chureh Fellonsship Hadl,

Talented woodcearvers and seulp-
tors from six states heowght thedr
wiord sculpbures. Several lnndred
sculptures were displaved.

Within each skill division there
were 51 categories of sculphure
comipetition such as animals,
aquatic life, song birds, birds of
prey, water fowl, lnuman figures
and human caricatures.

Pam Mulinix of the Cherolee
Lake commmnity in Hawkins
County studied an ornate carving
of a group of elephants.

“It's good. 1 like this. T know it
took a long tinee (to ereate],” said
Mulinix, whose hushand, Don
Hills, is & member of the Ever-
grean Woadcanvers dub.

ESponsors for festival entertain-
ment inclisded Bodefer Moss,
SeryPro, Consamer Credit Undomn,
First Tennessee Bank, and Meln-
turtf, Millipan £ Brooks,

Eponsars of the car show includ-
o Greeneville Federal Bank, Lan-
chair, A1 Aute Paint, Jerry's Used
Cars & Parts, O'Reilly Auto Parts,
Gany's Paint & Boady, RPC Coat-
ings, Bewley Properties, Jeffers
Mortuany and Cremation Services,
Park House Antigues, Beamers
Home Trnprovernent. and Wilkurm
Excavating & Construction.

Mlapor sponsors of the festival
are Parker Hannifin, Eastan
Credit Union. The Greenaville Sum
and Radio Gresneville,
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