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University of Tennesses haad men’s basketball coach Rick Barnes was the heynote speaker at the Holstan Unibed Meth-
odfist Home for Children's annwal Friends of Children benefit dinner Thursday night

UT Coach Shares Inspiratione Messuge At Annual Dinner
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impartant than the game
of baskethall.

Thursday night before
an overflow crowd at the
General Morgan Inn, a
throng thit was gath-
ered for Holston United
Methodist Home for
Children’s annual Benefit
DEnmner, the coach kept the
group mesmerized with a
speech about faith and his
personal relationship with
Jesng Christ.

The 2017-18 season saw
the Vols, picked as low
ag vith out of 14 teams
competing in the Someth-
eastern Conference when
the yvear began, win the
EEC title and make it to
the round of 3= in the
NCAA Tournament hefore
howing out with a season
record of 26-4.

Barnes, a Hickary,
Maorth Carolina, native,
hasz eoached for g1 vears,
and 23 of those seasons
have ended with his team
crmpeting in the NCAA
Tournament. His head
cpaching stints were at
Gearge Mason, Prov-
idence, Clemson and
Texas hefore the Long-
horns turned him loose in
2015 and the Volunteers,
searching for a coach,
quickly gabhbled him up.

“I thaought T would be at
Texas the rest of my lite,”
Barnes said, smiling at
the erowd. “But God had
& plan, and 1 honestly feel
his plan was for me to
come to Tennessee.”

Barnes grew up under
meager circumstances in
Hickory, and he told the
gathering of a voungster
wiheo grew up in that Mocth
Carolina town that didn’t
like elementary school,
tried to do things to get
himzelf suspended from
sehool, refused to do
homework, and almost
left school for keeps at one
point. That voungster the
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A full crowd for the Hedton United Methodist Home Tor Children's benefit dinner listened 1o Rick Barnes Thursday at the Geper-

al Maorzan Inn.
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Holsten Home President and CED Bradley Williams sharas
stories of individuals whaose ved have been changed by

Halston Hame.

caach was referring to was
him=elf,

It wasm’t until he
reached the ninth grade

that a teacher named Alice
Watts told him that he
couldn’t practice hashet-
bail fior the schaal team
until he did his home-
work. He deseribed Alice
Watts as "pne of my life
heroes.”

“Juaat like many of you in
this group tonight are do-
img, wou are stepping wp to
help kids who need it,” he
said. “If you can work with
kidz, instill confidence in
them like Alice Watts did
fior e, you can be a hero
1o them.”

Onee one of the young-
est head coaches in the
NCAA, and now one of
the elder statesman of the
aport, Barnes is not the
zame coach he was several
vears agn. The change
came about 10 Years ago
when Barnes’ two children
camée to him and told him
he neaded to change his
life.

“The kids told me that

I wrasn’t treating them
right, wasnt treating their
mother right, and [ nead-
ad to change,” he pecalied.
“I was upset at first, but

[ soom realized what they
were Saying was troe.

“I had lied to some gar-
ents,” ke said. *1 teld them
when | recruited their kid
[ ol treat therm like 1
wionld want to be treated.
But T didn’t. I learned that
the most important thing
in life is to have a velation-
ship with Jesus Christ.”

Barnes ealls his children
twa mvore of his “heroes.”
Hiz son is & missionary
in the Middle East. His
davghter and son-in-law
adoped a child from Ugan-
da, and Later moved there
toowaork at an orphanage.

Barnes descrihed
himzelf ag a "demanding”
coach, but he noted that
despite the popular belief
that "kids have changed,”
he doesn't think the

voungsters he coaches
have changed that much.

“Every player comes in
with the dream of making
itin the NBA ™ he said.
“Dio you know it's easier
to bhecome a brain surgeon
than to make it in the
NBA? 8o 1 talk to them
about separating them-
selves from the compse-
tition, making sure they
earn what they gat.”

He spoke of Kevin D-
rant, one of basketball's
greatest current players
whaom Barnes tutored at
Texas,

"Kevin Durant was one
of the hardest waorking
players ['ve ever coached,”
Barnes said. "He told
me he worked s0 hard
hecanse he never wanted
to book back on his career
and think, 'T sould have
been hetter” {if he had
wiorked harder].”

Barnes said he also
stresses to his players to
“leave this world hetter
than vou found it.” and
makes qure they know that
“there is not a greater gift
than the grace of Gad.”

The coach was intro-
duced by Ken Bewley, a
Holston Home Board of
Trustees member, who
served as master of cere-
manies. Bradley Williamas,
the Home's president and
CEQ, also spoke ko the
crowd, thanking the do-
miars For what they do for
the youngsters served by
Halston Home. He shared
stories of how individual
lives have heen chanpged
by Holston Home.

Construction is current-
Iy underway for a new
chapel on Holston Home's
campus. But Bewdey
retvinded the group how
impaortant events like
Thursday night are for the
arganization. Because of
fundraising events and
gifts from donors, the
chapel is aleeady paid for
and Hol=ton Home is debt
free, he said.
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