‘Hail Marys And Cranberries’

Holston Home's Turkey Bowl Football Game Is A Fomi

Families across America
gather on Thanksgiving
tov ek their hlessings,
anjoy company and feast.
Customary at many
hemes i playing football:
Familics grah their eoats
and step ot with pigskin
in hand to do their best
Peston Manning imita-
tians.

The same thing happens
at Holston United Meth-
adist Home for Children,
except that "Greeneville’s
Largest Family™ hits
the field cn the Tuesday
hefore Thanksgiving to
accommodate thoae who
may b= traveling later.

Hudston Horme's annual
Turkey Bowl flag foothal]

PHIOTD SPECEAL TO THE SEEN
During Tuesday's Turkey Bowl, Holston Homse man stafl
defeated boy youth 52-50. Halston Home girls defeated
female stall 24-13.

game has for 110 vears has
seen youth and staff lined
up on opposite sides of

the ball in a friemsdly wet
conpetitive game on the
field in front of Holston's

main enfrance,

The gridiron was freshly
Llined, poalpoats were
raized and a lively coosnd
asseqthled to cheer on
friends, a spokesman said
Wednesday. The day’s
officiating crew was Gary
Compton, Hick Hirschy,
Jerry Thomeas and Alan
Diptanm, four certified
referees who have called a
combined six high school
state championship
LT T

Greene County Young
Life's Jonathan Drink-
wine provided play-by-
play.

The Turkey Bowl has a
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vear's worth of bragging rights at
stake, and this year was no differ-
ent as the men’s squad narrowly
defoated the hoy's team with a
final seare of 52-50, which takes
the men's overall Turkey Bowl
record b 11-0

“Just like my own kids, we
don't bet them win anything,”
Bradley Williams, president of
Halston Home, said with a smile.
"They gotta earn it. This vear they
almost did.”

There was a different kind of
cateome though for the ladies, as
the Holston Home girls beat the
fermale staff 24-13.

The aftermoon began with Jepe-
miah singing “The Star-Spangled
Banmner™ and Drinkwine opening
in prayer.

The boys came out strong when
quarterback Evan connected with
receiver Cade for a first down and
thien Mate van in the first touch-
diowm of the game.

*There’s nothing like a pood,
old fashioned Turkey Bowd,”
ayelpimed Drinkwine from the
microphone.

But that score didn’t last as
men's quarterback Williams
pitched to John Lucas for a shaort
gain. On the next play, Williams
hit Mick Cannon for the men's
first towchdown, Abel Carrica
then trotted to the fiebd ina
turkey costume to suceessfulby
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Halaton United Methodist Horme For Children stalf rmembers and youth played in the 11th annual Turkey Bowl Tuesday.

kick the extra point which put the
meen ahead 7-6.

The entire game was an ex-
plosive back and forth offensive
meatchup. For the men’s team,
Williams, Lueas, Canmon, Carrico
and Matt Decker had strong
showings. On the boy's team,
Cade, Exvan, Beandon, Nate and
Matt put on a show for the ages
with their athleticism and stedied
plays. Cade seored two touch-
dinwns on kickoff returns.

Williams enjoyed a stellar
performance but theew an inter-
ception just betore halftime on
fonerth and three to Brandon, who
ran it straight to the house, giving

the boys a two-point lead. Bt
when the second half resumed,
Williamg redeemed himsalf with
an interception of his own, which
led to ancther men’s touchdown.

With seconds to go in the
fourth quarter, the bovs' team
mounted & comehack as Evan
found Matt for a big touchdown
as Jenmey's " Don't Stop Believ-
™ played an the sound system.
This charged the hove and led to
a gueeessful Bwo-point conver-
siom, chipping at the men's lead.
Butin the end it was not enough
for a boy's victory.

“To calebrate the win, men’s
team merbers popped Ibuprofen

and ssaked in Epsom salt baths,”
a news release about the game
said.

The girl's garme was fierce toa.
Emnily, Sandra aned Jessica all
plaved dynamic football. Emily
and Jesgica each seored once, and
Snndra scored twice, including a
touchdoswn from an interseption.
Shaylee Tell seored the female
staff veam’s only touchdowns, in-
cluding one from an interception.

Thaugh the competition was
serious, there was a spirit of
gratefulness amongst the players.
At the end of the pame, all play-
ers gave high fives and smiled for
photos,

"Wa Love gur kids and cherish
the mements to bit the pawse
button on the challenpes of life.”
said Williama. “We can just be
with our kids and enjoy them for
the fun, resilient and incredible
people they are”

“This Thanksgiving, rejoice,
pray, express gratitude, and
value family,” Holston Home
staff membess said Wednesday,
“Whether vou're watching your
favorite Christmas movie, taking
a stecdl, or playing foothall in the
vard, praise God for His faith-
fulness, for there is no challenge
that can remove us from the love
of Jesus.”
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