New Holston Home Chapel Taking Shape

BY LISA WARREN
STAFF WRITER

The new Christian Life Center at :
Huolston United Methodist Home for L
Children is taking shape. 1

It has only been about & vear since
geaaini was first broken on the build-
ing, and alvendy the structure is under
root. A grownd-breaking ceremony for
the new 18 ono-square-foot facility was
hald on March 15, 2 8.

The structire is almost completely
now nisder roof, Holston Heme Presi-
dent and CEO Bradley Williams said in
an interview earlior this week.

The warkees, he said. will "now be
able to peally make up some groand
and, hopefully, no longer be deterred
by weather.” F-3 e
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i gtructure is anticipat-
ed this summer, Williams
said.

"Weather has certainly
ot be kind to oour efforts.”
he said.

“The targeted campletion
date is Aup. 21 We hope
that it will be a little ear-
lier than that, but that's 5
conservative date that has
heen thrown out,” Williams
said.

Original plans were to
have the project completed
b this spring,.

The facility is being hailt
abong YWesley Streat, just
dawm the hill from the
Hilston Home Beason
Echonl, facing the State
Bioute 7o,/LIS 11E truck
roufe,

The cost for the new
facility has not heen dis-
closed by Holston Home
afficials; however, they
have previcusly noted
that the funds te cover the
ew struciure’s entire cost
were raised from generous
donors prior to the start of
ot ruCtin.

The Christian Life Center
will nat only become the
new hiome for Holston

Home's chapel. which is
currently located in Beacon
Schasal, the on-campus
sehonl. The mualti-purposs
facility will alan be used for
recteation and performing
arts purposes as well.

The preatest aim for the
new structure, however, is
anather way to reach cat
and towch lives throogh the
ministry of Jesus Christ,
Williams sakd.

"We have some Kids
who are interested in faith
and things of a spiritual
pature. Others have no real
interest. But if we do that
apace well, it will present
the apportunities to reach
autt,” he gaid. "We want the
facility to be a beautiful
huilding that complements
qIT campis, bt we've
migged it if we just boild a
Feeawtiful building and it's
nit a space where kids can
ancounter Jegus.”

Growing neads at
Helaton Home were the
reason for the new facility,
Williams said.

Once the Christian Life
Center is complete, the
current chapel space at
Beacon School will be eon-
verted into more space for
sehia] functions.

“We're in the process
right ngw of accessing

that,” Williarns swid.

Amang needds at the
schinl are additional space
for a computer lab and
space for performing arts
programs, he moted.

“I think we've gof a few
different ideas in the hop.
per,” Williarms said.

“We have a amaller
rooms that we are using for
a computer lab mow,” he
said. Officials hope that ad-
ditional space can b= made
in the school huilding for
computer instruction For
the Beacon students.

Holston Home is
currently looking to ikl a
pasition for a compoter lab
technician, and there ave
ather other open positions
at the agency.

Williams said Holston
Home s planping to take &
youth group on a mission
trip to Guatemala in May,
He noted that plans are
also in the works to host
an Easter drama with the
mew speech and drama
Program.

“We hired a new teacher
for the drama program
hack in the fall,” Williams
sabd, “And 80 we are gear-
ing up fir that.”

“Those are two, just-
arpitnd-the-corner initia-
tives that we are working

an,” he added.

Onee the Christian
Life Center is completed,
Williams said, there will
hee additional space to
hoat theatrical and other
performing arts produc-
tionz an the Holston Hoome
CAIM[INE.

At the groundbreaking
far the Christian Life Cen-
ter last year, Williama said,
"o vigion is that every
aspect and material used
in this bullding will refiect
Jesus. From the stone and
timber to the beautiful
glass, we want our kids and
their families to see that he
is strong and stable as well
a8 warm and inviting.”

He added, "It is 8o cool
to dream about what God
hais in store for kids and
families that we haven't
aven met yet, and to imag-
ine the part this facility will
play in His plans.”

Lonptime Holston Home
icon, the Rev. Charles
Hutehins, who serves as
director of church relatiomns
far the Christian-hased
ministry, called the new
project at the ground-
hreaking event "a dream
onme true.”

Hutchins noted that he
has hoped and peayed for
a new worship center for

Hedston Home for more
than 7o vears. “And now
an Wesley Street, where
the cows onee roamed, it
has come true,” he said.

“Soses, if vou live long
enongh, dreams do come
true,” Hutchins said.

[n quaoting from Romans
B:z4-25 Hutchins said,
“Fur in hope we have been
saved, but hope that is seen
i8 nat hiope: for who hopes
for what he already sees?
But if we hape for what we
da not see, with persever-

ance we wait eagerdy for it.”

Dairing the past year,
Helston Home served
nearly bro vouth and their
familiea, according to the
faith-based agency’s latest
annal report.

Hedaton Home i3 head.-
quartered on 155 acred in
Greeneville. The agency
employs around 170 0
service locations in Green-
eville, Johnson City, Knox-
ville and Chattanooga and
at & Family Service Center
in Bristol, Virginia.

Hedaton Horme offers a
variety of services, includ-
ing residential and group
home care as well as foster
care and adoption services:
Its foster care program
provides for children in
a large portion of East

Tennessee. Itz Greeneville
affice provides services for
children in Greene, Cocke,
Hawkinz, Hamblen and
Jefferson counties. The
Johnson City office serves
the rest of the counties in
Morthepst Tennessee, while
the Knoeville office serves
about 15 counties arownd
Enox Coumnty.

The agency alen provides
child day-care servieas
to around 120 pre-achoe]
children throogh the
Holston Home Children’s
Center and the Small Mie-
acles day-care facilities in
Greemeville.

Helston United Method-
ist Home for Children was
foumded in 1895 when Mrs,
E.E. Wiley, a widow, took
in her first homeless child.
Sinee then, Holston Home
has helped more than
&,oo0 childeen.,

Holston Home is affil-
jated with the Holston
Conference of the United
Methodist Church, an area
that covers all of East Ten-
nesgee, the western-most
17 counties in Virginia,
and a littke bit of teeritory
in North Georgia. More
than 873 United Methodist
Churches in those areas
make up the Holston Con-
ference.
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