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onstruction Work Continues On

BY LISA WARREN
STAFF WRITER

Construetion work has entered
the Last leg an the new Christian
Life Center at Halston United
Methodist Home for Children.

It has heseiy just over o wear
sinee graund was broken for the
haibding, and already the striscture
is under roof. A groand-braak-
ing cevamany for the new
18, neda-square-foat Facility was
held March 15, 2mB.

The strwecture is now endes
roof, Holston Home President
and CEQ Bradley Williams sakd,
and workers will “nosw be ahle to
really make ap some ground and,
hopefully, no bonger be deterved
y wesathes.”

Final eompletion of the new
sirecture s anticipated this sum-
Er.

“Waather has certainly not
he knd to ouar efferts,” he said.
“The targeted completion date is
Apg. 31, We hope that it will be 5
little earlier than that. bt that's
a consepvative date that has been
thrown put.”

Original plans were to have the
project compbeted by this spring.

The facifity is being bkt alomg
Wealey Street, just down the hill
from the Holaton Home Beaeon
Srhoal, facing the State Route 7o/
U158 Highway 11E truck route.

The vost for the new facility has
nof been dizclosed by Hodston
Home afficizls; however, they have
previously noted that the funds to
cover the new structure’s entire
cogt were raiged from donors prior
s the start of construction.

The Christian Life Center will
not andy becomie the new home
far Helston Home's chaped, which
is currently located in Beacon
Sehool, the on-campus schoal. The
multi-purpase facility will alsa he
usesd for recreation and perform-
ing arts purpases.

The greatest aim for the new
strecture, hawever, is another
way b reach owt and toaeh lives
through the ministey of Jesus
Christ, Williams said.

"We have sone kids whi are
intereated in faith and things of
a gpiritual nature. Others hayve
nuh el interest. Bat if we do that
apace well, itwill present the op-
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facility will house the Haolston Hame Chapel a3 well as recraalional and parforming ars functions.

portunities to reach owt,” he said.
“We want the facility 1o be a beao-
fiful building that complements
DT camps, bt we've missed it if
wi just build a beautiful building
and it's oot a zpace where kids can
ancounter Jesus.”

Growing needs at Holston
Home were the reason for the new
Facility, Williams said.

Omnee the Christian Life Center is
complete, the current chapel space
at Beacon School will be convert-
ad into moze space for schiool
Furctions.

“We're in the process right now
of accessing that,” Willkams said.

Amang needs at the school aee
additional space for a computer
lah and space for performing arts
pragrams.

"1 thiitk we've pot & few different
ideas in the hogper,” Williams
=aixl.

“We have a srsaller pogm that

wi are using for a computer Lab
now,” be said. Officials hope that
additional space can be made

in the schaol bailding for com-
pater instrwction for the Beacon
students.

Halston Home is currently
fenxing 2o fill & position for a com-
parker lab technician, and there are
other other open positions at the
dZency.

Williama said Haolston Home
is planning totake a youth group
o & misgion wip to Guatemala
in May. He noted that plans are
alzn in the works to host an Easter
drama with the new speach and
drama propram.

“We hired a new teacher for the
drama program back in the Fall,”
Williams said. “And 80 we are
gearing up for that.”

“Those are twa, just-around-
the-corner initiatives that we are
working on.” he added.

Oinee the Christian Life Center
15 completed, Williams sakd, there
will be adstitional space to host
theatrical and other performing
artz productions an the Holston
Hisme carmypies.

At the groundbreaking for the
Christian Life Center in 2B,
Williams said. “Our vision is that
every aspect and material wsed
in this building will reflect Jesus.
From the stone and tinsber to the
heautiful glass, we want our kids
and their families to see that he s
atrong and stable &= well a5 warm
and inviting.”

“Mis g0 eood to dream aboot
what God has in stave for kids and
famities that we haven't even met
veb. and to imagine the par this
facility will play in His plans,.” ha
aaid.

Longtime Holston Home foon,
the Rev. Charfes Hutchins, who
serves ag director of chuech
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expaciad to be compbete in [ale summer an the new Christian Life Centar at Holston United Methodist Homee far Chiddren. The naw

relations for the Christian-based
rinistey, called the mew project
at the groundbreaking event *a
dream cormse tewe.”

Hutehing suéd that e has hoped
and praved for a new worship
center for Holston Home for more
than 7o years. “And nosw on Wes-
Ley Btreet, where the cowa once
raamed, it his come true.” he said.
"B g, 0 youu live long enough,
dreams do come trie.”

I quinting from Bomans 8:24-
25, Huotehing said, "For in hope we
hiave heen saved, bt hope that is
seen s not hope; for who hopes
for what he already sees? But if
we hiope forwhat we do not see,
with perseverance we wait eagerly
forit.”

[Druring the past vear, Holston
Home served maarly G50 yaouth
amdl their families, according to
the faith-hased agency's latest
annual peport.



