A Major Honor

Minors Are 2nd Fomily
Inducted To Holston

Home's ‘Hall Of Fome'
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Rogersville family's

service to children in

need will he remem.-

hered for years to
come with their induetion to
Haolston United Methodist
Home for Childeen’s "Hall of
Fame.”

Diana and Hopgh Minor have
been inducted for their 16
vears of fostering special needs
and medically fragile children
with Holston Heme.

Paston Will Martin, Holston
Hewe's divector of recruit-
ment and training for mentors
and foster parents, started the
hall of fame last vear to hono
“exceptional families” whao
have gone above and beyond
in their service with Holston
Home.

The Luttrell family, of Knos-
ville, was inducted in 2018,
They were the first and onky —
until now — to be recognized.
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Frarm left, Pasior Will Martin of Haolsten United Methodist Home far Children reads a cerificate presented
te Diana and Hugh Minar. recognizing them for axceplional service 8= a foater family, upan thelr induction
tor the organization’s “Hal of Farme.”

Criteria to be added to home. Families must not have  “closed.” meaning they are no
Haolaton Home's Hall of Fame received any findings in inves-  longer taking in foster chil-
include serving for at least 15 tigations or corTective actions dren.
consecutive yvears, consistent-  during their period of service.

Iy taking children into their Finally, their home must be SEE HOMOR, PAEE T4
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The Minor family began
their partnership with
Holston Home when the
yvoungest of their fium
hiclogical children was
“nearly grown.” they said.

That was 16 years ago.

[n the time since. the
Minors have had 16 place-
ments, many of which
lastit 2.5 vears oF mare,
They have adopted five of
those children.

Diana Minoe worked as
a murse until she had a ce-
rebral aneurysm in 1094,
Yhen she recovered, she
decided it was time to
apen her home to a foster
child.

She =zaid she had always
wanted to foster children
bt worrked about grow-
ing attached and dealing
with the loss when a foster
child went home.

Diana Minor said God
spoke to her and gave her
“a apanking.”

“He told me 1 was being
solfish, and I was worried
about myself instead of
what 1 could put into these
children's lives while I had
them, however long that
might be,” sl said.

Hugh Minor zaid that it
wizs at that point his wife
told God, "I vou'll bring
them to me, I got the arms
to hold them.”

“And we had to hold
same of them unGl they
died.” he said.

The children that the
Minor family took in were
all special neads or medi-
cally fragile.

The aldest of their ad-
apted children tragically
aspirated popeorn at just 1
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Hoklon United Methodist Heme for Chikdren offcials Lisa Shifflett, from lefL and Pastor Will Martin present Diana and Hugh Minor a certificale recognizing
their 15 years of exceplional serice as a foster farmily.

vear ofd. When the Minors
were called about his case,
they were told to keep a
close eyve on him, hecause
he was not expected to live
fonger than three days.

He recently celebrated
his 1oth hirthday.

Two of their foster
children and another they
adopted have died of ter-
minal illneszes. One lived
to adulthood and “aged
out” of foster care into
developmentally disabled
adult services, but contin-
wedl stay with the Miners
until his death.

While it was difficult for
the family, Diana Minor

said it comforts herto

know that the children she

cared for “knew love.”
Martin said that the
Minors' unwavering
commuitment and lack of
lirnitations is what makes
them so exceptional.
“They were willing to
apen their hearts and
their home, knowing that
these children could die at
any moment in their care,
and they were atill willing
to make the sacrifice and
love these kids until they
passad on,” Martin said.
The Minors built a
relationship with the
Department of Children's

Services and were often
reguested by name. On
more than one oecasion,
the parents of a develop-
mentally disabled child
asked the Minors to care
for or adopt their child.

They also worked ta
batild relationships with the
hiolegical families of the
children they cared for.

“I think that has been
the most impressive
thing.” Holston Home
Administrator over Foster
Care Liga Shifflett. *The
Minors have gotten along
well with the families and
wiorked with them as a
team, accepting them with

apen arms and without
judgment.”

“We would have been
friends with all their
parents if they wanted to.
We didn't have a problem
with that,” Hugh Minor
sakd.

“I just fignred the plan is
to get them back home, if
possible, so you've got to
et to koow the family and
teach them what needs
to be done,” Diana Minor
added.

The decision to close
their home was not the
Minors'. Because they
have adopted four of
their foster childeen,

and hecause the children
have disabilities, thay
are not allowed to take
in anyreore children.
Their home was officially
“eloged” this year after
their most recent adop-
tiomn.

Mo, their names and
vears of service with
Holston Home swill be
engraved on a plate to be
added alonpside the Lut-
trells and kept at Holston
Horne for vears bo come.

They peceived a certif-
icate o Aug. 27 and will
alen receive a plaque and a
professional photosheot at
their home.
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