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Practice Makes Perfect

Preschoolers
Breeze Through
Tomado Drill

BY KEN LITTLE
STAFF WRITER

heee-year-olds can be
surprisingly attentive,
A tornado drill

held Wednesday at
The Childeen’s Center day
care facility on Fairgrounds
Lame as part of the statewide
ahservance of Severe Weather
Asvareness Week proved com-
pelling topic matter.

A group of 5-vear-olds
walked in an orderly file from
their elagsroom into a lann-
dry room with einder block
walls, sat down, and listened
&g teacher Patty Melson
explained the purpose of the
drill.

Muost have a basic under-
standing of what they were
doing. The children were part
af the group of more than 8o
preschoolers who participated
in the tornado drill at the day
care center operated by the
Helston United Methodist
Home for Children. Similar
drills have been condwected
this wiesk at other day care fa-
cilities, schonls and businesses
across Greene County.

Heather Sipe, divector of
the Greene County CHiice of
Emergency Management, was
on hand with Letisha Ricker,
affice administrative assistant,
to ahserve.

Tornadae drills ave condwet-
ed bwice a year at the day care
center, enid Kathy Mevedith,
director of early childlood
ministries at the Halston
Home for Children.

"We don’t want it to he
seary. We just want them to
understand what they' re sup-
posed to do,” Meredith said,
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Theas 3-year-alds, with an exeeption o two, Tallow instructions by teacher Patty Nelson dufing a tor
nade drill held Wednesday at The Chiliren's Center dayeare facility on Fairgrounds Lane. The drill was
hiald in &Mjhl"lt‘liﬂl‘l wilh sdhers at schaols and haalth care PM‘-‘F'HEH in Greane Colnly -I:h.II'FI'Ig Te e s-
gae Sayvera Weather Awaraness Weel.
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Ag the drill began, Meredith  monthly fire drills condacted SN
spoke over the day care cen- at The Children's Center. “You'd he surprised how
ter’s puhlic address system. “We talk about what is that misch they talk abaat this after

“Everyhaody listen up. It's
tornado drill time,” she said.
Meredith also sounded a horn
that makes a noise like one
used by a cloam, It's nsed to
differentiate in the children’s
minds the tornado drill from

they're done,” Meredith said.
The message is tailored to
the age of the child. The day
care penter oz children up
tir 5 years old, and habies as

sound and why we are going
im that room,” Meredith said.
“We break it down fior them as
gimple a8 we ean”

Melson told the children ta
cover their heads. First, they

pissed the tinee by singing a SEE DRILL, PAGE Ta
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Sipe zaid tornado drills are required at all day care
centers in the county. Exch one also must have an
emerpency plan in place.

The county emergency management office peviews
the plans of each facility, Sipe said.

“They take it seriously. What we had in 2011, it
helps peaple keep alert,” she said.

A tornado sathreak in April zou killed eight
people in Greene County. The deadly storms remain
fresh in the minds of all those who lived through
themm.

Hipe designated Wednesday as Tormado Deill Day
in Greene County.

Sipe said the drills are a part of Severe Weather
Awvareness Week each year "hecause the repetition
increases the ability to prepare as well as increase the
level of awareness”

Afterward, Meredith asked the children what they
had just participated in.

“A vornado drill,” several answered.

Oiffice manager Susan Sheets assisted Meredith
with the children.

“They did gra<l. They've like sponges,” Sheets said.
“They absorh the information.”

Sipe zaid the remainder of the weelk is a good fime
for others to kold tornado drills.

“We encourage local school systems, dayeares,
health care facilities and businesses o put their
emergency plans into practice and to plan drills onoa
regular basis to establish effectiveness in a real-world
event,” she said.

Meredith showed Sipe each location in the buaild-
ing children would be taken in the event of an actual
AMLErEEnCy.

“If the kids are in a tornade, theyve got to be in
the safest place,” Sipe zaid. “That's one of the higgest
things we look at. As far as emergency management,
T main coneern i the tornadoes.”

“Preparedness is ceitical to helping Tennesse-
ans he resilient when faced with a disaster ov inits
aftermath,” Patrick Sheehan, Tennesses Emergency
Management Agency director, said in a news releasa
this week.

“Resiliency means understanding hazards and
threats, ke severs weather, making sure yon have
miltiple ways to peecive disaster warnings and infor-
mation, and having an emergency plan and supplies
a0 vou can keep vourself and vour loved ones safe
before and after an emergency.” Sheehan spid.
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Thess I-year-olds shebar in a laundry room Wednesday al The Children's Center on Fairgrounds Lane. A wenade deill was held
al the day care cenler in conjunclion with Severe Weather Awareness Week In Tennesses. Schools, health care providers and
businesses across the county alse conducted tomado drills Wednesday fpclasanpl™
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