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A Holston Home slutdent receives a surprse gift from Santa Claus, portrayed by Holslon Home stall member Kyler Johnson, Thursday allarmaon

Holston Home Students
Receive Surprise From Santa

BY CICELY BABE
STAFF WRITER

After their graduation ceremo-
oy om Thursday, Holaton United
Methodist Home for Children
received a surprise visit from
Santa Claus, who flew in om a
hedicopter to deliver a special
Christmas gift.

The surprise was orchestrated
by [nside Track WOW Founda-
tien partners Alan Bracken, who
piloted the helieopter, and Fred
Pinney.

Inside Track WOW is a leader-
ship develpprvent teaining corm-

pany that focuses an ouldoor
challenges and appreciation
events, and the related founda-
ticn isa nﬁmﬁt organization.

Pinney Bracken are alsn
members of the Tri-Cities Boat-
ing Club, which typically takes
the Holston Home children to
Boone Lake in the swmmer for a
day on the water.

“We couldn't do that this year
because of COVID, 80 we want-
ed to do something,” Finney
=aid.

“I woueld =zay this gualifies
as something” Holston Home
President Bradley Williams

said to Pinney and Bracken. “Sa
many things this year that have
heen different, have heen hard,
bt you guys brought something
different today that was good.”

Bracken said he and Pinney
had discussed the idea of doing
a“Santa deop” to surprise chil-
dren prior to the pandemic and
decided to go for it this year,
a5 the nature of the outdoors
vizit suited the COVID-10 safety
restrictions.

“1 said we just meed to do it
this year,” Bracken said.

Santa, played for the visit by
Holston Home staff rmember

Eyler Johnson, pave each of the
G students whao live at Holston
Home a $100 Walmart gift caed.
Pinney said the Inside Track
WOW Foundation raised money
fior the gift cards and thanked
the businesses, individuals and
organizations, including the
haating club, who contribug-
ed. After their stop at Holaton
Horee, the pair flew on to Rise
Up! in Johnson City to give b5
more children gift cards.
“"How blessed we are to live
in this community,” Williams

SEE BANTA, PAGE 90
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A Holsten Home student approaches Santa ae other sludents and staff fsok an from tha
sbeps af the Christian Lite Center on campls.
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Hyler Johnson. as Santa, and Holston Horme™s Vice President of Program Services Gayle
Mrock distribute Walmart gifl cards to the students who Bve at Holston United Methodist
Hame for Children

SANTA dmgm have been incredible,” Wil-

FROM PAGE 1A liarns said. *It's challenging for them to
leave thelr families under normal cireum-
zaid. “In a time where things are hard and  stances. To do it this year, they have een
people are strupeling in different ways, the 8o resilient, kept a great attitede and ouwt-
love, generosity and care has been so sweet  look, and been involved in reaching out to
and overwhelming.” community members who are struggling.”
Williams added that the childeen wha For more information about Helston
call Holston Home their home are well Homee, wisit www. holstonhome.oarg,



