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Not long ago I was attending a Sunday chapel service at Holston Home 
and during the time of prayer requests one of our young men, a 17 

year-old named Pearson, asked the group to pray for him to have a foster 
family. Even though prayer requests can be hard to hear sometimes, we are 
always so touched and inspired by the faith of our children to share what is 
weighing on their hearts. It reminds me of the story of Bartimaeus in Mark’s 
gospel, where he kept crying out for Jesus to show mercy on him even as the 
crowd wanted him to be quiet. I know that no one wants these requests to 
be silenced, but I have to imagine that every youth must hear those voices of 
doubt and “what will my friends think?” that try to keep them quiet. I was so 
proud that like Bartimaeus, Pearson cried out. 

A couple of Sundays later, I became part of a conversation with Dylan and 
Allison Pruitt, and our director of Christian Life. Allison’s sister worked at 
Holston Home and the Pruitts decided to visit our services because their 
church was closed due to Covid. They were there for their first visit the 
morning that Pearson made his prayer request. After much prayer and dis-
cussion, the Pruitts knew that they were called to parent him and that this 6 
foot plus and 220 pound plus little boy was supposed to live with them. Now, 
they were coming to us to learn how to do it.

Three months later, Pearson was living with Dylan and Allison and playing 
football at his new high school as his next chapter was starting. While in 
his new home, he began to talk with the Pruitts about being abandoned by 
his biological family and asking questions about why this would happen. 
Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Allison told Pearson the story of Joseph and 
how the Lord was always there and how He made sure that he came to 
Holston Home where they could meet. A few weeks after those conversa-
tions, Pearson accepted Christ as his Savior and they could immediately see 
a change in his outlook and his heart toward others.

In February the Pruitts are hiring an attorney to adopt Pearson, even after 
he has turned 18, because they want him to know that he will always be 
their son. Holston Home is blessed to have front row seats and honored to 
help with the costs because of generous gifts from friends like you. What an 
answered prayer request!  What a beautiful story of how God uses this min-
istry to bring the lost to Him!

Jesus asked Bartimaeus, “What do you want Me to do for you?” Bartimaeus 
asked Jesus to have his sight back, and Jesus told him that his faith had 
made him well. Scripture says that he regained his sight and began following 
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• Pray that my mom passes her drug test.

• Pray for my girlfriend who just had a baby and 
pray for my newborn baby.

• Pray for my grandmother. She has a brain tumor.

• Pray for my family because my grandmother just 
passed away. 

• Pray for my sister. She just had a miscarriage.

• Pray for my sister because she is not doing well  
at her foster home.

• Pray that I can graduate.

• Pray my dad gets off drugs.

We invite you to pray for the young people we serve. We want to give you specific prayer requests our youth 
have publicly shared so that you can be a part of praying and hearing how God is at work. Remember these 
needs as you pray and as the Holy Spirit guides you.

• Pray my sister continues to do well at her new 
foster home.

• Pray for my brother because he lost his job. 

• Pray that my mom will show back up and finish 
her drug program.

• Pray for my brother because he lost his job. 

• Pray for my dad as he goes to rehab.

• Pray for my little sister because she doesn’t 
understand why I am not at home with her.

• Pray for my friend who left Holston. I want him 
to do well but he isn’t answering anybody’s calls.

Him on the road. On that Sunday Jesus used our 
youth minister to essentially ask our kids, “What 
do you want Jesus to do for you?” and Pearson 
said that he wanted a family. It sure appears that 
Jesus said “Go, your faith has opened the door to 
your new home” and he is now following Jesus on 
the road of his life.

Thank you for how you prayerfully and financial-
ly support our ministry to little children and big 
kids like Pearson. I pray you are encouraged by 
this testimony, and that you, too, may ask Jesus 
in faith what you need from Him. He is so good – 
and I pray His blessings for you and your families 
as we start 2022.

In Christ,

Prayer Requests



A New Logo for
River Academy
River Academy, our accredited on-campus Christian 
school, has a new mascot and logo – the Mustangs! 
This updated graphic is a striking white horse with  
a blue eye which resembles a horse named Teddy 
that lives in the barn at Holston Home. Our youth 
care for Teddy and the rest of the herd as they 
participate in Equine therapy which is part of our 
Adventure Based Counseling program. Our new 
school colors are blue, grey, and black. Come visit  
us at River Academy to see the new look!

Donor Spotlight
Zoe Crowell is probably one of Holston Home’s 

youngest donors. Zoe is twelve years old and 
the granddaughter of a staff member at Holston 
Home. Zoe is the oldest of six children and lives in 
North Carolina. She helps her mom with chores 
and watches her younger siblings when mom is 
busy. She loves to bake and has many hobbies 
such as reading, crocheting and sewing.

This past summer Zoe spent several days at her 
grandmother’s house for special one-on-one 
time — shopping, crafting, playing in the pool, 
and having lunch at one of Zoe’s favorite places: 
Holston Cafe! It was at the Cafe that Zoe began 
asking her grandmother what kinds of items the 
kids need because she wanted to buy something 
for them. Her grandmother told her that the kids 
love to draw and paint and that art supplies are 
always something that is needed.  

A few months later, she received a letter from Zoe 
stating that she had saved $80 from a summer 
job and wanted to give it to Holston Home so they 
could buy art supplies for the kids. The summer 
job was helping a neighbor pot hundreds of mums  
that would later be sold to local residents. 

Zoe’s gift was 
used to purchase
art supplies for
our youth. A 
thank you letter
was mailed to
Zoe, along with
a picture of the
kids that received
the art supplies.

Because of generous donors like Zoe, who see a 
need and want to help in some small way, Holston 
Home can continue the work that we are called to 
do and bring hope and healing to hurting kids.



WAYS TO SUPPORT

• HORSE TRAILER. ABC (Adventure Based Counseling) is in 
need of a trailer with the capacity to haul one or two horses 
at a time.

• SMALL MANURE SPREADER. 

• SCHOOL SUPPLIES such as art supplies, mechanical pencils, 
erasers, Sharpie markers, colored pens and pencils, Clorox 
wipes, facial tissues.

• BECOME A MENTOR. Spend at least one hour a week and 
invest in a child’s life.

If you would like to donate any 
of the listed items, please call 
Susan at 423-787-8753.

support into a world where they 
can experience the joy of success.

If you wish to know more about 
the ministry of Holston Home 
for Children, or wish to have a 
speaker for any event in your 
church, just let me know.

Thank you for your good work. 
Be assured of our prayers for you 
as you represent God’s children 
who need the church at critical 
times in their lives. 

May God richly bless you for 
what you do.

Rev. Charles A. Hutchins 
Director of Church Relations 
and Estate Planning
James 1:27

Dear Ambassadors,

We are very grateful for your 
loyalty to the children in our 
care. Without you, we could 
not help the children who need 
the love and care of the church. 

You cannot possibly realize 
the impact your good work has 
had on the ministry of Holston 
Home through the years. It is 
not possible for us to bring the 
message to every church, to 
share the inspirational stories 
of children who have moved 
from failure and dejection to 
success and self-esteem, from 
poor grades to top of the class 
accomplishments.

As often as you can, remind 
your church that they are 
participating in helping 
children go from hopelessness 
to success, from being behind 
in school work to being 

able to succeed, to achieving 
their dream and graduating 
from high school. Tell them 
that children who were 
struggling with anger issues or 
experimenting with drugs are 
now overcoming these obstacles 
and getting to know Jesus!

Work with your pastor to give 
every member the opportunity 
to support the children in 
our care. This is YOUR 
children’s home. It gives 
YOU the opportunity to bring 
children without hope or 

Making a Difference



The stated purpose of Holston Orphange, at its 
inception, was to “Care for, train, and educate the 

helpless, neglected children, orphaned or otherwise, of 
the territory comprised of the Holston Conference...” 
Mrs. Wiley’s staff and volunteers provided whatever 
class instruction was needed, but that soon becme an 
overwhelming task.
 Matrons and secretaries doubled as teachers 
and were demanding a salary increase. On August 
31, 1916, the board voted to send all school-age 
children to Greeneville city schools. This  apparently 
did not work out, presumably because such a large 
number of students taxed the workload of available 
teachers and facilities. After only two days, the 
Greeneville Board of Education proposed to pay the 

orphanage if the “manager” (later 
called the Superintendent) would 
agree to maintain a school at the 
orphanage. 
   In 1917, children above the 
fourth grade were sent to public 
school. By 1918, an agreement 
was reached between the Greene-
ville Board of Education and 

the orphanage for the City 
to provide teachers for the 
orphanage’s on campus 
elementary students. High 
school students attended 
public schools or Hiwassee 
College, which, at that time, 
was both a high school and a 
two-year college. This agreement 
held for many years.
 When the move was made to the “new campus” in 
1954 and the student population was reduced to 60, 
all of the children attended public schools.
 In the late 1960’s, the Holston Home staff realized 
that  emotional and behavioral problems of children 
in their care were increasing and many children were 
having difficulty learning in the public school setting. 
Special classes were established on campus which 
provided intensive, skilled instruction in reading, 
writing, math, and study skills. This concept of 
helping children with academic deficits eventually 
evolved into our on-campus school. 
                                                     –Eva Grey Hutchins

A Glimpse of History
For more 

history & updates
Visit us online!

www.holstonhome.org
or

www.facebook.com/
HolstonHome.
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To protect the privacy of youngsters 
in our care, photographs of children 

in this publication may or may not 
represent actual youth residing here.
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