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By now many of you have heard that our dear friend, Charles Hutchins, went 
to be with the Lord on March 21st. I have been blessed to call Charles my 

friend for the last 20 years, and he will be missed by so many. I learned many 
lessons from Charles and it started the first time I met him. 
 I was interviewing for a position at Holston Home and I had brought my 
wife and 18-month old son with me. After shaking my hand during our intro-
duction, Charles quickly began talking with my wife and playing with my son. 
Charles knew that one of the very best ways to love people well is to care about 
the people that they care about. He taught me that one of the greatest ways of 
welcoming me was to reach out to my family. 
 We are committed at Holston United Methodist Home for Children to love 
and care for the people that our children care for. These acts of love can take the 
form of a welcoming smile, emotional support, financial assistance, or a hard 
and honest conversation from a sincere heart. Many times, it involves all of the 
above while we are caring for the child. We have seen the Lord heal and trans-
form not just the lives of young people but entire families. His grace and forgive-
ness don’t have an expiration date once we become adults and aren’t we all glad?
 In January, we started a women’s addiction recovery program called 
Recovering Hearts. The inspiration for the name comes from the parable of the 
buried treasure in the gospel of Matthew. A man found an incredibly valuable 
treasure buried in a field, and he sold everything he had to purchase the field. 
We clearly know that the precious treasure in the story represents Jesus who 
is worth everything for us to call our Savior. But I also believe that it shows us 
how God sees each person as a treasure worth sending His only Son to die for 
and giving His all to redeem. Scripture teaches us that God knew us, loved us, 
and planned good things for us before we were ever born. He has called us to 
seek and recover ladies buried in addiction and pain to experience the lives He 
wanted for them and for their hearts to be turned towards Him. They are His 
treasures! You will read more about this program on page 4.
 One of our prayers as we were developing this program was that we could 
serve mothers of children that we were caring for, and that the Lord could heal 
and restore families. It hasn’t taken long for God to answer this prayer. We are 
currently serving two mothers of boys living at Holston Home.
 Jeanette was incarcerated and has been living in addiction for almost 30 
years. Despite some of the painful choices she has made, it is obvious that she 
has sown some good seeds into her 13-year-old son, Jordan. He is kind and 
outgoing and his smile lights up the room 
when he is with his mom, as he watches 
her become healthier and look like the 
mother she wants to be. 
 Last Sunday I had the joy of celebrat-
ing Jeanette’s baptism with Jordan and 
our congregation at The Rock during our 
on-campus chapel service. As part of her 
testimony, Jeanette shared that she cried 
out to God while she was in jail and asked 
Him for another chance to be the mother 
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• Pray for my mom. She’s having a rough time 
because the relationship with my dad has ended.

• Pray for my family because my papa died. I hope 
to go home to my mom, and I hope I do well while 
I am here.

• Pray for my life to get better and for my mental 
state.

• Pray for healthy relationships and for my family.

• Pray that court goes well, and I go home with my 
dad after court. 

• Pray that I can stay here and not to go back to my 
abusive mom.

• Pray for my mental health and that my mom will 
get a roof over her head.

• Pray for my grandma, she has been having health 
problems and I’m worried for her.

• Pray that I get a foster home and that it is on a 
farm. Pray that I make good choices so I can be 
given more responsibility.

• Pray that everyone I have wronged will forgive me, 
and I can forgive myself. I want to learn to love, 
live, and forgive like Jesus. Also pray I can go to 
foster care.

• Pray that I can go live with my aunt.

• Pray that my mom is staying clean, and that 
God helps me and my grandmother get through 
my papaw’s death. Help me trust God and have 
stronger faith.

• Pray that God will help me to stop trying to  
kill myself and that I can stop putting on a fake 
smile and pretending to be happy when I am not 
even close to being okay. God, please let me know 
how to find you! Help me get through my 15th 
birthday.

We want to give you specific prayer requests 
our youth have publicly shared so that you 
can be a part of praying and hearing how God 
is at work. 

Jordan needs. She then described how she talked 
with her father who told her about a new recovery 
program where Jordan was placed. She knew God 
had answered her prayer and that He was REAL! 
She wants her experience to be an inspiration and 
ended her testimony with, “There is hope in Jesus!”
 Like each one of us, Jeanette and Jordan’s 
stories are still being written. We are so honored 
and blessed that the Lord uses Holston Home as 
one of His pens to write words of love and hope 
into the lives of children and 
families. Thank you for your 
prayers and support as you 
care about those that He 
cares about. I pray that God 
blesses you and your families 
and that you are encouraged 
by the truth that Jeanette 
has come to know – “There 
is hope in Jesus!”

We are excited to introduce a Vehicle Donation 
Program to our giving platform as a new way to 
support the children. This program will serve as 
an opportunity to help our older youth with a first 
vehicle. Our counseling staff is on the road regularly, 
serving youth and meeting with families, for exam-
ple. Additionally, as there is no way to anticipate 
what kind of need or response this opportunity may 
create, we will reserve the right to sell surplus vehi-
cles with proceeds going back into the ministry. It 
will also help us to offset the cost of independent 
living and counseling services. As times are challeng-
ing for so many people and nonprofits, beginning 
a Vehicle Donation Program could be an attractive 
opportunity for you to help further Holston Home’s 
mission, while receiving valuable tax credit for your 
gift. Do you have a vehicle in good working order 
that you are not using that you would consider 
donating to support the work of Holston Home for 
Children? If so, we’d love to talk with you about the 
possibility!
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August 7, 1931-March 21, 2022

fact that kids were hurt by life by 
a broken world and he fought like 
a mighty warrior to make things 
better for many, many years.”

Charles is survived by his wife 
of almost 69 years, Eva Grey, his 
daughter Camille Hutchins Broom 
and son-in-law Mike Broom, his 
son John Hutchins and daughter- 
in-law Lisa Matrundola, Rita and 
Jim Sexton and Rita’s children, 
Heather, Holly, Brandon and 
Synthia, his grandchildren Cassie 
Trotter, Jack Hutchins, Anna 
Hutchins, Kelli Shealy and her 
husband Collin, Russell Tanner, 
Graham Humphreys and Marisa 
Humphreys, his great-grandchil-
dren, Connor Shealy, Caleb Shealy 
and Lilly Trotter, and his brother 
George Hutchins and wife, Barbara. 
His second child, Ralph Hutchins, 
pre-deceased him in 2016. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
can be given to the Ralph Edwin 
Hutchins Scholarship Fund or the 
Charles and Eva Grey Hutchins 
Legacy Fund at Holston Home for 
Children.

For six decades, throughout 
East Tennessee, Southwest 

Virginia, South Carolina, and 
parts of Georgia, the name Rev. 
Charles Hutchins has been 
almost synonymous with minis-
try to children and their families. 
Charles recently passed from this 
life to his eternal home with the 
Lord. Charles served in various 
roles at Holston Home including 
most recently Director of Church 
Relations and Estates. As Christ 
followers we are assured that 
Charles is now full of unimag-
inable joy and completely head of 
illness and age. 

Charles was an incredible 
ambassador for Holston Home 
and a great friend to many peo-
ple, including his friend, sing-
er-songwriter, Rodney Atkins. 
Rodney had been a sickly baby 
with a respiratory staph infection 
and was adopted and returned 
to Charles at Holston Home two 
times before Charles eventually 
found an adoptive home for him.

“He was the greatest friend 
you could have – supportive, 
encouraging, and loving,” shared 
Atkins. “From my birth to officiat-
ing my wedding to Rose, Charles 

Hutchins was an incredibly pivotal 
and inspiring godsend in my life.”

During his nearly 70 years of 
ministry, Charles served thousands 
of children, youth and families.
He placed hundreds of children 
in adoption, and it is estimated 
that he raised more than $100 
million in support of ministries he 
led and cared about. He was a fol-
lower and lover of Jesus, a devot-
ed husband and father, a faithful 
and loyal friend, a model steward, 
and a prolific giver. Although he 
was known for raising money for 
Holston Home, what he wouldn’t 
tell you is that he and his wife, 
Eva Grey, are a top five donor 
for our ministry because they saw 
firsthand how the Lord would use 
it. He was loved and admired by 
many yet remained a humble ser-
vant all his days. 

In his later years, he was known 
by children and youth at Holston 
Home for his frequent “fist bumps” 
as he encountered them on cam-
pus, and his attention to and kind 
treatment was well known and 
appreciated by them. 

At a memorial service held 
for our youth and staff, Bradley 
Williams, president of Holston 
Home, stated, “Charles lived a life 
understanding to love God with all 
that you’ve got. He regularly point-
ed people to Jesus […] he hated the 
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Recovering Hearts
This past January, Holston Home introduced 

Recovering Hearts, a highly structured 9-to-
13-month program to help women struggling with 
addiction and to reunite healthy mothers with 
their children. Essentially, Recovering Hearts is 
a 12-step program with a Christ-centered focus.
        Trevor Mosley, program director, along with 
Brianna Coughlin, program manager,  were the 
first two employees to begin working with the 
ladies. Trevor knows what it’s like to struggle 
with addiction as he was an addict himself and 
was in a similar program called Teen Challenge 
from 2001-2003 where he said he was “radically 
transformed.” After his time in Teen Challenge, 
he enrolled in and began training in a drug/rehab 
program at Berean Bible Institute. He later worked 
at Teen Challenge for many years, sharing and 
ministering to youth who were addicts as well.
 Recovering Hearts serves up to 18 ladies 
with the capacity to serve their children as well 
and provides safe and healthy housing, drug 
prevention/intervention classes, meals, life 
skills classes and work opportunities. Trevor 
commented that the program is not a “halfway 
house” but an intense and structured program 
that is staffed 24-7 with professionals to help 
ladies break addiction through daily Bible study 
and prayer, classes, and counseling to learn how 
to confront destructive choices and unhealthy 
behaviors. It gives them a safe place to establish  
new “normals.” 

 A typical day for the ladies begins with rising 
early for breakfast, cleaning their apartments, and 
meeting together for worship, Bible study and 
prayer. In the afternoon, the ladies are learning 
and establishing good work ethic by cleaning 
various buildings on campus such as the cafeteria, 
River Academy, and The Rock Church. Each 
evening there are gatherings such as domestic 
violence class, as well as spending time in personal 
devotions or journaling. Saturdays are often spent 
enjoying an outing together.
 In the short time since the program began, 
Trevor stated that it’s amazing to see the love, 
camaraderie, and support the ladies have for one 
another. One lady whose life is being transformed 
by Recovering Hearts is Anna and here are her 
words as she shared her testimony shortly after 
being baptized:

 “Being homeless and in abusive relationships had 
been a cycle for me. My mom was my only parent, and 
she was an alcoholic. I never felt worthy. I had severe 
depression and panic attacks, and was in and out of 
mental institutions. I had reached a point in my life 
wishing something would kill me because I felt defeated. 
I had lost custody of my baby daughter due to drug 
addiction, my marriage was ruined, and I saw no light 
at the end of the tunnel. My life had become completely 
out of control. 
 Department of Family and Children Services told 
me I had to go into treatment to regain custody of my 
daughter, so I entered a six-month rehab facility and 
left after 60 days. Through family, I decided to come 
to Recovering Hearts. I had no idea what I was getting 
into, but I was willing to give it a shot. When I arrived, 
I finally felt like I could breathe again, but little did I 
know it was a spiritual program. I wasn’t sure about 
this Jesus guy everyone was talking about […] Not 
every day is going to be easy, especially when you start 
digging up the roots, but since accepting Christ, I know 
I will make it through any situation. I went to Jesus with 
a heart of desperation, and He took me in. I am in the 
process of regaining custody of my daughter, and I will 
soon be starting work.”



WAYS TO SUPPORT
• OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT: life jackets, saddles, and riding 

helmets.

• PERSONAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: towels, wash cloths, 
loofas on a stick, deodrant, body wash, shampoo. 

• SCHOOL SUPPLIES: mechanical pencils, art supplies, 
erasers, Sharpie markers, colored pens and pencils,  
Clorox wipes, facial tissues.

• BECOME A MENTOR. Spend at least one hour a week and 
invest in a child’s life.

• BECOME A FOSTER PARENT or REFER A FOSTER PARENT.

If you would like to donate any of the 
listed items, or want to learn more about 
mentoring, please call Susan at 423-787-8753.

Scan this QR (Quick Response) code — it will take you 
directly to the Online Giving Form on our website (https://
gift.holstonhome.org/) where you can conveniently give 
using a credit card.

Next 5th Sunday is July 31, 2022

Editor: Susan Bernier
susanbernier@holstonhome.org 

(423) 787-8753
To protect the privacy of youngsters 
in our care, photographs of children 

in this publication may or may not 
represent actual youth residing here.

 We want to be good stewards! 
Help us update our records for the most efficient 
mailings. If you need to update any of the following 
information, please call us at 423-638-4171.

 w  Name change
 w  Address change
 w  I receive duplicate copies
 w  Remove my name from the mailing list

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Knoxville, TN

Permit No. 309

Holston United Methodist 
Home for Children
P.O. Box 188
Greeneville, TN 37744


